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Chapter  One 


To  Murder  a Human  Being  is  to 
Commit  One  of  the  Worst  of  the 
Major  Sins 
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# Whoever  killed  a person  (unjustly),  except  as  a 
punishment  for  murder  or  for  (spreading)  disorder  in  the 
land,  it  would  be  as  if  he  killed  all  the  people  (of  society); 
and  whoever  (saved  him  from  unjust  murder  and)  made 
him  survive,  it  would  be  as  if  he  saved  the  lives  of  all  the 
people  (of  society,  i.e.,  he  rescued  the  collective  system  of 
human  life).}* 1 * 
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i/i.  Abu  Bakra  & related  that  the  Prophet  addressed  them  on  the 
Day  of  Sacrifice  and  said: 

“Indeed,  your  blood,  your  property  and  your  hoi  "ir  are 
inviolable,  like  the  inviolability  of  this  day  of  yours  and  this  month 
of  yours,  (as  fixed)  in  this  land  of  yours,  until  the  day  you  meet  your 
Lord.”1 


1 Qur’an  5:32. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Hajj  [The  Book  of  Pilgrimage], 

chapter:  “The  sermon  during  the  days  of  Mina,”  2:620  §1654.  ‘Muslim  in  al- 
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Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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2/2.  cAbd  Allah  b.  'Umar  d|.  said: 

Of  the  fatal  matters — those  in  which  one’s  (lower)  self  is 
entangled  and  finds  no  slit  from  which  to  escape — is  the  act  of  shedding 
inviolable  blood.”* 1 


Reported  by  al-Bukharl  and  al-Bayhaql. 
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3^3*  Abd  Allah  b.  Mascud  ^ related  that  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said: 

The  first  issue  that  will  be  judged  between  people  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection  is  that  of  blood  [i.e.,  murder].”2 * * 

Sahlh:  Kitab  al-qasama  wa  al-muharibin  wa  al-qisas  wa  al-diyat  [The  Book  of 
Apportioning  Wealth,  Warmongers,  Legal  Retribution  and  Bloodwit],  chapter: 
The  inviolability  of  a believer’s  blood,  honour  and  property,”  3:1305-1306 

§1679- 

1 Set  forth  by  *al-Bukhari  in  al- Sahib:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 
Money],  chapter:  “Whoever  Kills  a Believer  Intentionally,  His  Recompense  is 
Hell,”  6:2517  §6470.  ‘al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunatt  al-kubra,  8:21  §15637. 

2 Set  forth  by  *al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih : Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 

Money],  chapter:  “Whoever  Kills  a Believer  intentionally,”  6:2517  §6471. 

•Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Kitab  al-qasama  wa  al-muharibin  wa  al-qisas  wa  al- 
diyat  [The  Book  of  Taking  an  Oath,  Warmongers,  Legal  Retribution  and 
Bloodwit],  chapter:  “The  (cases  of)  Bloodshed  would  be  Decided  first  of  all  on 
the  Day  of  Resurrection,  3:1304  §1678.  ‘Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad, 

1:442  §4213.  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunatt:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 
Money],  chapter:  The  Legal  Ruling  Concerning  Blood,”  4:17  §1397.  #al- 
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Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhari  and  Muslim. 
. * 
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4/4.  Al-Bara  b.  cAzib  ^ reported  that  Allah’s  Messenger  # said: 

“Certainly,  in  the  estimation  of  Allah,  the  obliteration  of  the 
whole  world  is  lesser  than  unjustly  shedding  the  blood  of  a human 
being.”* 1 

Reported  by  I bn  Abl  Dunya,  Ibn  Abl  Asim  and  al-Bayhaql. 

Saying  of  Imam  Abu  Mansur  al-MAturidI 
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Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrtm  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of 
Bloodshed],  chapter:  “The  Sanctity  of  Blood,”  7:83  §3994-  #Ibn  Majah  in  al- 
Sunan:  Kitab  al-Diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood  Money],  chapter:  “The  Gravity 
of  unjustly  Killing  a Muslim,”  2:873  §2.615.  *Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahlh , 16:339 
§7344.  -Abu  Yala  in  al-Musnad,  9:35  §5099.  *Ibn  al-Mubarak  in  al-Musnad, 

i:59  §97- 

1 Set  forth  by  «Ibn  Abl  al-Dunya  in  al-Ahwal,  p.  190  §183.  *Ibn  Abl  Asim  in 
al-Diyat , p.  2 §2.  "al-Bayhaql  in  Shu'ab  al-Jman,  4:345  §5344- 
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Imam  Abu  Mansur  al-MaturldT  (one  of  the  Imams  of  Ahl 
al-Sunna  in  theology)  has  interpreted  the  verse:  $ Whoever 
killed  a person  (unjustly),  except  as  a punishment  for  murder 
or  for  (spreading)  disorder  in  the  land,  it  would  be  as  if  he 
killed  all  the  people  (of  society).^.1 

Declaring  that  murder  can  be  an  act  of  disbelief,  he  wrote: 

Whoever  declares  lawful  the  killing  of  a person  whose 
killing  has  been  forbidden  by  Allah  (except  when  there  is 
a valid  reason),  it  is  as  if  he  considers  it  lawful  to  kill  all 
of  humanity.  This  is  because  he  disbelieves  by  his  declaring 
lawful  the  killing  of  one  whose  killing  is  unlawful,  which 
is  akin  to  declaring  lawful  the  killing  of  entire  humanity 
because  the  one  who  disbelieves  in  one  verse  from  God’s 
Book  disbelieves  in  the  whole  of  it. 

This  verse  contains  another  possible  angle  of 
interpretation,  and  it  is  as  has  been  said:  His  murder  of 
one  person  entails  the  same  burden  [in  the  Hereafter]  as 
if  he  killed  the  entire  humanity.  Another  possible  angle  of 
interpretation  is  that  it  is  necessary  for  everyone  to  make  a 
collective  effort  to  help  and  save  the  peaceful  person  from 
murder.  Therefore,  when  the  murderer  kills  that  harmless 
soul  or  attempts  to  harm  it,  it  is  as  if  he  is  attempting  to 
do  that  to  everyone...  This  indicates  that  the  verse  has  been 
revealed  as  a ruling  both  for  the  people  of  disbelief  and  the 
people  of  Islam  together,  if  they  sow  corruption  in  the  earth.2 


1 Qur’an  5:32.. 

2 *Abu  Mansur  al-Maturidl,  Ta  wilat  Ahl  al-Sunna,  3:501 
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The  Exegetes’  Views  on  the  Gravity  of  Killing  a 
Human  Being 
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In  his  exegesis  al-Lubab  fl  "ulum  al-Kitab,  Abu  Hafs  al- 
Hanball  interpreted  the  QuTanic  verse  4as  if  he  killed  all  the 
people  (of  society)^1  and  declared  that  the  murder  of  one 
individual  is  comparable  to  the  killing  of  all  of  humanity. 
He  quoted  the  sayings  of  different  Imams  in  support  of  this 
position. 


1.  Mujahid  said:  “If  someone  kills  a soul  unjustly,  he  will  go 
to  Hell  due  to  that  murder,  just  as  he  would  have  gone  to 
Hell  if  he  had  killed  the  whole  of  humanity.” 

2.  Qatada  said:  “Allah  has  made  the  reward  for  saving  it 
[a  life]  tremendous  and  made  the  chastisement  of  sin  [for 
taking  a life  unjustly]  tremendous,  too.  This  means  that 
whoever  declares  it  lawful  for  himself  to  kill  a Muslim,  it 
is  as  if  he  killed  all  humanity.” 

3.  Interpreting  the  same  verse,  al-Hasan  al-Basrl  said:  “This 


1 Qur’an  5:32. 
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means  that  he  is  liable  to  legal  retribution  [qisds]  for 
killing  it  [the  harmless  soul]  as  would  be  the  person  who 
killed  all  of  humanity.”1 * 
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Ibn  Kathlr  wrote  in  the  details  of  this  verse:  \But  he  who 
kills  a Muslim  deliberately , his  sentence  will  be  Hell  wherein 
will  he  abide  for  ages . Allah  will  afflict  him  with  His  wrath 
and  will  cast  His  curse  on  him . And  He  has  prepared  for  him 
a dreadful  torment.  ?■  A 

This  is  a stern  warning  and  emphatic  Divine  threat  to  those 
who  perpetrate  this  grievous  sin  that  is  connected — in  more 
than  one  verse  in  Allah’s  Book — with  the  taking  of  partners 
in  worship  along  with  Allah.  Allah  has  revealed  in  sura  al- 
Furqan : 4 And  these  are  the  people  who  do  not  worship  any 
other  god  apart  from  Allah,  nor  do  they  kill  the  soul  whose 
killing  without  any  lawful  cause  Allah  has  forbidden,  nor 
do  they  commit  adultery 4.3  And  Allah  has  also  revealed: 


1 •Abu  afs  al-  anball,  al-Lubdb  ft  'ulum  al-Kitab,  7:301. 

L Qur’an  4:93. 

3 Ibid.,  2.5:68. 
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$Say:  'Come,  I will  recite  to  you  those  things  which  your 
Lord  has  forbidden  to  you:  Do  not  set  up  anything  as  a 
partner  with  Him;  be  morally  excellent  with  parents ; and 
do  not  kill  your  children  owing  to  poverty . We  alone  give 
you  sustenance  and  (will  provide  for)  them  as  well . And  do 
not  draw  near  to  shameful  deeds  (whether)  open  or  hidden . 
And  do  not  kill  the  soul  whose  (killing)  Allah  has  forbidden, 
except  when  it  is  rightfully  due  (according  to  law  in  self- 
defence  against  disruption  and  whilst  combating  terrorism ). 
It  is  these  (injunctions)  He  has  enjoined  upon  you  so  that 
you  may  apply  reason.1  #.2 


1 Ibid.,  6:151. 

•Ibn  Kathlr,  Tafstr  al-Qufan  al-cAzTm , 1:535. 
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